Translocation t(11;11)(q13;q23) and HRX gene rearrangement associated with therapy-related leukemia in a child previously treated with VP16.
A child with acute myelomonocytic leukemia, bone marrow eosinophilia and inv(16) received first-line therapy including etoposide (VP-16). Cytopenia and monocytosis appeared 7 months after complete remission while the child was treated with maintenance chemotherapy. Blood abnormalities persisted after discontinuation of treatment. Nine months after complete remission, t(11;11)(q13;q23) and HRX rearrangement were detected. Five months later, overt leukemia of monocytic type occurred. The responsibility of VP-16 therapy in this treatment-related acute myelocytic leukemia is discussed.